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Project Goals and Rationale
Goals

Assist borderland decision-makers in finding 
ways to maintain a satisfactory quality of life and 
a healthy, sustainable natural environmenta healthy, sustainable natural environment
Provide critical analysis on objective and 
subjective indicators of quality of life (QoL) at 
several twin-city border communities on a several twin-city border communities on a 
periodic basis

Rationale
An accessible archive of QoL data for guiding 
policy and business decisions that would have a 
positive impact on sustainable development in 
the border region
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Objectives
Monitor both objective and j
subjective QoL indicators
Collect longitudinal data (long-term g ( g
monitoring)
Provide intuitive and real-time 
access to this data through web 
interfaces for decision-makers and 

h lscholars
See http://bop.clas.asu.edu

Periodically present timely, 
intelligent analysis of trends
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Accomplishments to Date
2005

2008

2006

2006
2002 2006

Website PublishedWebsite
Continuously 
maintained 
since 2005

Published 
December 
2010
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Chosen Indicators of Quality of Life
Community Assetsy
Education
Economy, Income, and Jobs
P bli  S fPublic Safety
Housing
EnvironmentEnvironment
Transportation
Public ServicesPublic Services
Health Care
Emotional Well Being
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Top left: Percent residents 
living in poverty

Top right: High school 
graduates over age 
25

Bottom left: Physicians per 
100,000 persons
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How would you rate your 
personal quality of life in 
this city?

Is this a good place to 
raise children?

y
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How would you rate the 
quality of schools available 
to children in your area?

How would you rate the 
quality of colleges and
universities available in 
your area?your area?
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How much do you trust How would you rate the y
the local police to
provide you security?

y
problem of crime in your 
neighborhood?
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How satisfied are you with 
your current housing?

Is the housing cost 
imposing a financial
burden on you?
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How would you rate the air 
quality here?

How would you rate the 
quality of piped waterquality here? quality of piped water 
provided by the city to your 
household?
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How would you rate your 
current household economic

How has the availability of 
jobs changed since a yearcurrent household economic 

situation?
jobs changed since a year 
ago?
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How would you 
rate the quality of 
public 
transportation?

Has your 
commute time 
changed over the 
past 12 months?

Is traffic 
congestion a 
problem?

transportation?past 12 months?



BORDER OBSERVATORY PROJECT

How satisfied are you 
with the quality of

How satisfied are you with the
i f l l with the quality of

roads in your 
neighborhood?

responsiveness of your local 
government to your needs?
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How would you rate the quality of health care and the 
availability of health care facilities in your

it ?community?
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What would happen to 
your quality of life if you In general, how satisfied 

are you with the life you

W

lived in the neighboring 
city on other side of the 
border?

are you with the life you 
lead?



BORDER OBSERVATORY PROJECT

How would you 
rate the problem 

How would you 
rate your personal 

Is this a good 
place to raise 

of crime in your 
neighborhood?

quality of life in 
this city?

children?
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This was the first long term This was the first long term 
project to systematically collect 
data on QL in the U.S.-Mexico 
border

Establishes a monitoring framework 
for policy purposesp y p p

This project included both 
objective and subjective data

Obj ti  d t  h  i ifi t Objective data show significant 
differences while subjective data 

Aggregated QoL Indicators


