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The U.S.-Mexican border region is special in many ways. The U.S. section of this region is home to some of the poorest yet fastest growing populations in the country. While the landscape is also one of the most arid in the U.S., its economy is largely based on agricultural and assembly, so its water and energy demands are high. Moreover, the entire region is one of the most ecologically and geographically diverse in the world, and it is filled with natural resources. 
While the U.S.-Mexican border region screams for attention, both the U.S. and Mexican federal governments marginalize it in many ways. For example, while neither government provided this region with enough funding for traditional infrastructure, after 9-11, border security infrastructure became among the U.S. government’s highest priorities. However, this shift in attention has prompted many stakeholders, policymakers and academics to ask questions about how this shift will affect the region’s economy, environment, energy, trade, and natural resources.   
For example, how can both governments accommodate security concerns and continue to promote the border region’s trade, economy, energy production, environmental quality, ecological integrity, and human health? What sorts of economic costs is the U.S. willing to incur in its quest for security? How can a polluted and degraded environment affect security? For example, could migrants who are sometimes forced to cross these rivers spread diseases to the border population? Could pollution lead to agricultural or infectious diseases that affect U.S. national security?  Could loss of groundwater from the lining of a canal on the U.S side mean more agricultural migrants from Mexico?
The Southwest Consortium for Environmental Research and Policy (SCERP) is hosting its annual “think tank” policy conference, entitled Border Institute IX: Security, Development, and the Environment in the U.S.-Mexican Binational Border Region, to discuss these questions, to recommend solutions to some of the problems that occur at the border, and to promote an understanding of how security, development, and the environment intersect and influence each other. 

Border Institute IX will be held September 14-16, 2007 in Rio Rico, Arizona. SCERP will also host a variety of workshops in San Diego, Washington D.C., and Mexico City, as SCERP promotes binational cooperation at the border region as an effective method for managing the natural resources, economy, and security within this enchanting, and yet forgotten region of the U.S. and Mexico.   

If you or anyone you know is interested in Border Institute IX, please contact D. Rick Van Schoik at (619) 594-0568 or scerp@mail.sdsu.edu. 
